
 

Dr. J. M. Chandunavar is presently the Professor and Chairman of the 
Department of Mass Communication and Journalism, Karnatak University, 
Dharwad. Before joining Karnatak University, Dr Chandunavar worked as 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, 
Akkamahadevi Women’s University, Vijaypur and Pandith Panchakshari Gavayi 
Arts College, Gadag. He has 29 years of teaching experience. 

He was awarded a PhD for his thesis “Moharay Hanumanthrao as Journalist: A 
study” by Karnatak University Dharwad (2001). This study focused on the 
contribution of Sumyukta Karnataka daily during the freedom movement, 
Karnataka unification, Hyderabad and Goa liberations and Mysore Andolana. 

He has successfully guided five students for their doctoral degrees and is 
presently guiding five students for their PhD degrees. He is an expert in print 
and electronic media. He started his career as sub-editor at Vishal Karnataka, 
Hubli He had also worked as Stringer/District in-charge for Prajavani and 
Deccan Herald in Gadag for three years. He has also worked in Dooradarshan 
Bangalore as a Stringer for three years. He attended to more than 300 News 
Assignment, 50 Krishi Dharshan Programme (Agriculture development 
programmes for Doordarshan). He served as a Stringer for AIR News Unit, 
Dharwad for two years. 

Dr. Chandunavar received an award from Karnataka Media Academy, 
Bangalore, for “The Best News feature with social concerned in the 2007” 
which was broadcasted on  Chandana channel. He served as a chief organizer 
for the first Chandana Ustava held at Dharwad.  

He is the Editor of Vidya Samchar, a practice journal brought out by students of 
the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication, Karnatak University, 
Dharwad. Further, he has published three books and completed one UGC 
minor research project. He has to his credit 30 research papers published in 
reputed International/National Journals.  He has presented research papers  in  
35 National and International Seminars. He has worked as a coordinator at, the 
Department of M.Sc Electronic Media KUD and Unnath Bharat Abhiyan cell. 

He has worked as NAAC, NSS Coordinator (Gadag) and as Coordinator, Career 
Guidance and Counselling Cell, AWU Vijayapur. He was also the Joint 
Coordinator of the National Seminar on ‘New Frames and Prospectives’ held in 



 

April 2015, and Convenor of the National Seminar on ‘New Media and 
Development’ held in April 2016, Department of Mass Communication and 
Journalism, KUD 

Dr J M Chandunavar was the former vice-president of Karnataka State Working 
Journalist Union, Gadag and the former secretary (2007) of Media Club, 
Dharwad. He is associated with several leading universities and colleges in 
curriculum development and the conduct of examinations. 
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